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Female and Male Circumcision an Ethical Relativity
In the next session held by the United Nations, the policy regarding the regulation of circumcision will be resolved. Here, the body will decide whether the practice of circumcision violates Human rights as described in the United Nation’s UniversalDeclaration of Human Rights. In this session, it will also be decided if the United Nations will support or sanction those who perform circumcision and/or condone the surgical practice. The document below presents research designed to inform the members of the United Nations Councilon the preferred course of action in regard to the regulation of circumcision.
The practise of circumcision has been recorgnised and carried out by many nations of the world from ancient times. History dates circumcision, especially for the male to the 5th century B.c., where by it was consented in the Historical books by Herodotus for its health oriented neccessity among the Egyptians. He wrote, “They practice circumcision for the sake of cleanliness, considering it to be better to be clean than comely” (Laumann, pg. 68). By this, he meant that this practice was upheld due to the belief that in made the men’s genitalia more cleaner that when uncircumcised. However, throughout the years that follow, the practice of circumcision has been a vital essence of identity for various tribes and religions across the world. Its practice validated from reasons ranging from health reccommendations, religious practise, and cultural identity. This has seen a shift from just male circumcision to female circumcision as well especially in the African countries. Critics have been made for decades of female genital mutilation and surgical male circumcision, with the latter being the ideal point of critics including the United Nation’s by formulating policies regulating circumcision globally since it is considered a violation of Human Rights. As a result, this research is gesred towards this regulatory policy in an atempt to parsuade the policy makers that, the UN should not consider the circumcision of children as a violation of Human Rights. This recoommendation standing on the basis that it would be ethically relative as it allows each individual culture to decide the morality of the issue.
	Since the policy aims at regulating both male and female circumcision, it is of great importance to be aware of what the processes entail. The most common and mandated form of circumcision is the male circumcision. This practice is among the oldest and has been incorporated into the modern surgical procedures carried out for both infants and adults. This entire process takes between three to ten minutes to complete. Firstly, the foreskin is separated from the glans which often covers it tightly in infants. Next, a slit is cut in the foreskin with scissors then the physician inserts a metal bell to protect the glans and draw the foreskin up around it. Then a clamp known as Gomoco clamp is applied to shield the glans and crush the foreskin where the cut is made such that it seals the blood vessels and prevent bleeding. The clamp crushes a circular section round the foreskin and the cut is made. Then a plastic bell with a string that crushes the foreskin against the plastic bell is applied. The plastic bell remains in place until the foreskin dies off and is sloughed away (Laumann, pg.69).
	Many might wonder how the female genital mutilation is done. Well the male is a process that is easy but the female circumcision especially among the Maasai tribe is different. The type of circumcision that the Maasai perform is called Clitoridectomy. In this process the entire clitoris or part of the clitoris is cut. In some instances, the adjacent labia is also removed. This process is carried out in a ceremony called the rite of passage, where many girls are circumcised and pass from being children into womanhood. The process brings together many villages together and calls for a celebration. The performs of this circumcision are called cutters.
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